Air bubbles emanating from the vitrector probe port during vitrectomy.
The Constellation Vision System (Alcon Laboratories, Fort Worth, TX) introduces advanced technology with its new microsurgical platform that is growing in popularity. One significant obstacle noted with initial use is a frequent efflux of bubbles from the vitrector that sometimes appears like frothing from the port. Although seemingly innocuous, these bubbles rise in the vitreous cavity and obstruct the surgeon's view of the retina. This frequently necessitates increased surgical time to allow bubble evacuation to restore a clear view to the retina. This report serves to raise surgeon awareness of bubbling at the vitrector port as more surgeons transition to the Constellation Vision System.